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GRADUATION

2018
On February 10th, the most recent
batch of students graduated from
Peniel Bible Seminary. Two special
graduates are husband and wife,
Anilkumar KC and Bincy Anilkumar.
(In Kerela, the wife takes the husband’s first name as her new surname.) Laughing and chatting
with each other as we took their
picture, Anilkkumar and Bincy are
a great husband/wife team. Bincy
is studying a higher degree than
Anilkumar. Since only masters students are allowed to take books
home from the library, she sneaks
books out for Anilkumar and they
study together. Bincy wants to use
what she’s learned at Peniel to
teach young children about God.
She has a special heart for teenagers because she says they have the
most problems. Anilkumar knows
that God has called him to learn,
he is studious and works hard in
class, always taking notes and asking questions. He is unsure exactly
what direction to head after graduation, but knows he wants to be
involved in some kind of church
ministry. Anilkumar earned his Diploma in Theology and Bincy her
Master in Divinity. They are excited
to begin ministry together.
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Bincymol Biju

22-year-old Bincymol Biju is one of the only female students to
work all the way through to a master’s degree. That doesn’t slow
her down though, she works hard and asks more questions in
class than the boys do. Her favorite biblical hero and inspiration
is Ana. She speaks of how Ana lived with God, prophesying,
evangelizing, fasting and praying day and night. In Malayali culture it is common for women to leave public ministry when they
marry and begin to have children. Bincy admires Ana because
she remained devoted to public ministry her entire life, through
marriage and widowhood.
Bincy has a passion for other cultures. Her favorite class at Peniel is Cultural Anthropology. She says when we enter another
culture we may see new and shocking things. This often makes
us want to run back to the safety of our own lives, but we need
to stay and adjust to the new—learning the culture and the language of the people. Bincy speaks from experience. There are
many different cultures living on Peniel campus and she is learning to speak to them all. She already spoke Malayalam and English well when she arrived, but has been learning Hindi from the
North Indian students on campus and recently started picking
up the Odia language as well.
Bincy graduated with a Master in Divinity. She has already spent
time teaching at Peniel Academy and wants to start an orphanage someday.

Stebin Shaji

Stebin is an ambitious and sensitive young man. He speaks
confidently, but softly. During seminary he worked towards his theology degree while taking additional classes
towards a BA in English at a separate school. He wants
to master English so he can work overseas someday. At
one point, he was taking twelve classes at once—seven
subjects at Peniel, and five more subjects for his English
degree. He says his secret is to simply focus his efforts on
whatever test is next.
He told us his weakness is that he hates when people are
angry at him, but God has taught him many things about
peace and patience. He says, “Now when I get angry, I
say to myself, ‘I came for the Lord’s work’, so I take a deep
breath, think about family, think about who I am and why
I am here and then I think, ‘I am not the one to fight this
person.’”
Stebin’s favorite book of the Bible is Revelation. He says,
“When I study Revelation, I get a great hope that the day
is coming when all the sufferings in this world will be finished and I will leave with my Savior.”
Stebin graduated with a Bachelor in Theology. He wants
to pursue further education, get married and become a
Bible teacher.

Remembering Graduation
by
Gary C. Meyer

Another class has graduated from Peniel Seminary and Bible College in 2018. This brought into remembrance my experiences when I was part of that event in India one year ago. On the evening of Feb 3, 2017, I recall
seeing many automobiles coming through the gates unto the campus. Proud parents, brothers, sisters, grandmas, grandpas, aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends of graduates had arrived to attend the graduation services the
next day. I sensed a great excitement in the air with many reunions taking place on campus. Many alumni were also in attendance to show their support for this new class of graduates. As a prelude to graduation services;
staff, graduates, visiting pastors, and alumni gathered together for a morning communion service to remember the One who gave His life to empower each person to communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people
of India. Next the staff and students, adorned in caps and gowns, led by the flag bearers, lined up for the traditional march along a beautiful trail to the large auditorium that seated about 600 visitors. The ceremony included greetings and testimonies from staff and students, plus my keynote address and the presentation of diplomas and certificates. This was a special time of celebration for those graduates who had struggled to pay tuition
and purchase books. Following the ceremony, there was a time to take pictures and visit with families.
Chacko introduced me to two of the young women graduates who stood by their proud mothers. I was impressed by the sacrifice that one family had made to support their daughter. The father was not able to attend due
to advanced stages of cancer in his body that also consumed the finances; however, they wanted their daughter to attend a Christian College. The young lady also chose to join the student work program at Peniel to help
pay for part of her education. Your gift to TIME will ease the financial burden of students who desire to serve Christ but have limited resources to get the education they need to be effective in proclaiming the Gospel of
Jesus. Luke 6:38 promises, “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in
return”. Thank you!
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